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“Our generation as of now needs to get out of 
the streets and put their head into some books 

for once. We need more leaders in this day 
than followers.” -Deja, 10th Grade

“Motown tune harboring,
Automobile industrial-based vicarious drive.

Downtown city lighting,
Lifegiver of struggling spirit.

Red-winged angel, singing city...
I call home...” 

-Terrell, 12th Grade

I



“I want Detroit to be the best city 
in the world.” -Jasmine, 1st Grade

“Detroit needs our help to 
make it what it used to
be. We have to put in the 
effort, time and dedication 
it deserves to once again 
deserve the title of home.”
-Brianna, 10th Grade

“I want Detroit to be happy and 
kind. I like people being happy 

and kind.” -Jordan, 1st Grade

“I

“If I could do one thing for Detroit, it would be 
to clean up the city. To be respectful to Detroit 
and be nice and I hope Detroit will be safe. 
I hope Detroit will try hard and Detroit will be 
responsible.” -Leeah, 2nd Grade

“A city that degrades with every insult, to the point 
where the reputation is tainted. Why do we slander a 
city with so much potential?” -Nayeem, 10th Grade



“

”
“

“I want Detroit 
to be the city 
everyone thinks it 
can’t be.”

”

Reputations: Dirty and Dangerous
Ricardo, 10th Grade 

“Bad Reputations aren’t gracious. 
Changing is harder than staying the same.
Why should good people be slandered?
Why can’t they recognize all the good that 
comes from here?
Learn.
Learn to learn to change.
Earn a good reputation.
Change.”



“I want Detroit to be somewhere my sister 
can get an education.” 

-Dontrel, 1st Grade
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“We need money 
for new text books, 
projectors, and more 
school supplies.”
-Trachon, 6th grade

“I would change it to a classroom 
so when I turn 7 I can be a 

teacher.” -Jaila, Kindergarten

“I

“If I could do one thing for Detroit 
I would grow up and become an 
author by drawing and writing words 
for children that don’t know words.” 
-Jayshawn, 2nd grade 

“There is a lot of little kids learning how to be grown 
before their time.” -Betty, 10th Grade



“I

“Start spending money 
on things that put 
money back in.”

”

“I

”

“A

”

“I would like to teach my students 
to do art.” -Phillip, 2nd grade

“I’d like to explore the world.” 
-Dejha, 10th grade

“We need to go to college and 
graduate.” -Diamond, 5th grade

“If I could do one thing for 
Detroit, it would be getting 
people to places fast! I 
want them to be on time. 
It’s important to be on 
time because you don’t 
want to miss part of the 
learning.” 
-Christian, 1st Grade



“I wish there was cute houses, cute sand, and 
cute trees because there is nothing there.” 

-Gian Carlos, 1st Grade

“I want Detroit to be pretty.” 
-Skylar, 1st Grade
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“If I could do one 
thing for Detroit it 
would be to make the 
sun shine on.” 
-Sema-Jay, 1st grade

-Sidney, Kindergarten

“I would change it to a beach.” 
-Mia, Kindergarten

“W

“I would make it shiny and clean.” 
       -Niya, 1st Grade

“I wish Detroit had more trees 
because they grow apples and then 
people could have food and boys 
and girls would get apples and not 
be hungry.” -Valeria, 1st grade



“I 

“We need to clean 
things up because we 
walk over trash.”

”

“I would recycle glass 
bottles, plastic, bottles, 
and paper. Because 
the communities need 
supplies. Recycling is fun. 
I would help clean up the 
community. I would do it 
every day.” 
-Nakila, 5th Grade



“I love Detroit because its pretty and 
all my friends are here. I love Detroit.” 

-Sabina, 1st Grade
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“I’m proud of Detroit. 
We’ve got Jesus in our
hearts.” 
-Deshawn, 1st grade

“If I could do one thing for Detroit, 
I would give people phones to 

call their cousins.” 
-Zion, Kindergarten

“I

“I would be a good friend.”
      -Gregory, Kindergarten

“If I could do two things for Detroit it 
would be to build more schools and 

people and white people.” 
-Alexes, 6th grade 



“I

” 

“I

“If I could save the
world it will be for them 
because they deserve it.”

“I want Detroit to be 
proud of their school 
and their families. 
Sometimes you will go 
on a trip to the zoo.” 
-Delano, 1st grade

” 

“

”



“I would like to stop all of the bullying in 
Detroit because people are committing 
suicide. I don’t want it to happen to me 

because it wouldn’t be right to me. I want 
to keep everyone in school because 

I want to have a good education.” 
-TyJuane, 5th grade

“If there was one thing I can do for Detroit 
it would be to help all the homeless 

people. I would give them a home to live 
in. I would buy them food, clothes, and 

toys for the kids. I would give them money 
every two weeks. ” -Kenneth, 6th grade

I



“I’m proud of Detroit 
for trying to get this 
world together by 
making it look nice.” 
-Alexus, 6th grade

“I would give people quilts to 
keep them warm.” 

-Shannon, Kindergarten

“I would give somebody a blanket.” 
-Ashanti, Kindergarten

“I would give people hugs if they 
were lonely.” 

-Cameron, Kindergarten

“I

“I want Detroit to love.” -Kamora, 1st Grade

“If I could do one thing for Detroit it would be to
build a community. I will get my family members to help 
such as my uncle. We could even make food for the 
homeless. My mom and grandmother are good cooks. 
We can go by the freeway and give the homeless food. 
I know to go to the freeway because I see them there all 
the time.” - Nahriyah



“

”

“

“I would get 
children, teens, 
and young adults 
to get involved 
and help out.”

“Honestly, Detroit is a huge 
mess right now. From gangs to 
homeless citizens; from murders 
to unnecessary violence in 
schools. What I want for Detroit 
is to be a successful, peaceful, 
out-of-debt society. In Detroit, 
our main problem is working 
together. If there has to be 
gangs, then there should only 
be one, and that’s everybody in 
Detroit as one.” 
-Wendell, 10th Grade”

“If I could do one thing for Detroit, I 
would give people food if they are 
hungry.” -Natasha, Kindergarten



“I want to try to get rich for Detroit. I want Detroit 
to look like Hollywood.” 

-Desmond, 6th grade

“I’m proud of Detroit for making cars.” 
-Je’lyn, 1st Grade

I



“I want Detroit to be nice with no 
abandoned houses.” 

-Jaelin, 1st Grade

I will grow up to be an 
architect so that people 
can have homes to live in. 
I will make my dad a new 
house. I will make a school. 
-Dontae, 2nd Grade

I wish that everyone in Detroit has 
a house so that everyone won’t 

be cold. -Kenya, 1st Grade

“I

“I would increase the number of buses so that it 
would be easier for them to get to the different 
routes faster and make getting people to work, 
school, and other places faster and easier.”
-Sydni, 9th Grade

“If I could do one thing for Detroit it would be to tear 
down the empty houses and build playgrounds.” 

-Rayshawn, 1st Grade



“I

” 

“I 

“Let’s keep kids 
off the streets. We 
all know our city 
has an uphill battle 
against violence.”

”

“If I could do one thing for Detroit 
I would feed the children who 
need food and put money in the 
pockets of mothers who need it 
most. I believe no one deserves 
to live in the cold and wonder 
where their next meal is going to 
come from.”
-Ravon, 10th Grade 



“Sometimes I wonder or begin to vision bad 
things happening to me or to think, ‘Am I the 

person who is going to get hurt by just walking 
home from school?’” 
-Sharn’ai, 10th Grade

I



“I want Detroit to be safe for my 
family.” -Mareya, 1st Grade

“I want Detroit to be safe because 
I want the people to not get hurt.” 

-Dwayne, 1st Grade

“I would grow up and become 

could serve my community by 

to be safe at good times.” 
-Caleb, 2nd grade

“I

“I would start on the crimes.” 
-Angel, 6th Grade

“If I could do one thing for Detroit I would 
grow up and become a security guard. I 

I would break it up and put things right.”  
-Devondre, 2nd grade 



“T

”

“I 

”

“Almost 300 people 
were killed in 2012. 
That’s unbelievable.”

“I would grow up and 
become a soldier. As 
a soldier I can help the 
community. I could protect 
the community. I could 
protect the city of Detroit. It 
can make my family proud 
of me and it’s good for the 
community.” 
-Adrian, 2nd Grade

“D

”

“I

”

“I want Detroit to be safe for my kids 
when I am a dad.” -Elijah, 1st grade

“I wish Detroit had the Ninja Turtles to 
save the children.” -Adrian, 1st grade

“We all should keep small problems 
small.” -Shamyia, 4th grade



Thank you 
all so much!




